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Railroaded vs. Non-Railroaded Fabrics 

The fabrics that are used to manufacture cubicle curtains come in bolts, and the way 

that they are used depends on the orientation of the pattern when it is woven at the 

mill. You may hear us mention the terms “railroaded” or “Off the Roll”, and “non-

railroaded” or “Up the Roll”. These terms refer to how a pattern is oriented on the 

fabric. Here is an explanation of what each of these means! 

Railroaded (or “Off the Roll”) 

When a fabric is “Railroaded”, or “off the roll” that means that the pattern runs across 

the roll, from selvage (the self-finished edge of the fabric) to selvage. This is 

commonly used in upholstery because the orientation of the pattern is ideal for a 

long sofa, or similar items.  

For manufacturing Cubicle Curtains a “Railroaded” pattern can be used directly off 

the roll and the mesh is attached along the selvage. This gives you a seamless 

Cubicle Curtain and it also means that less fabric will be used since patterns do not 

have to be matched along any seams.  

Off the Roll Pattern with Mesh 
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One thing to note is that the length of a Railroaded Cubicle Curtain will be limited by 

the width of the bolt, and will ultimately depend on the size of the mesh that is used. 

You can create a longer cubicle curtain by changing your mesh from our standard 

20” mesh. 
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Non-Railroaded (or “Up the Roll”) 

When a fabric is “Non-Railroaded” this means that the pattern runs up the roll, parallel 

to the selvage. This is commonly used for draperies, since the orientation of the 

pattern will allow you to make a drapery of any length without adding horizontal 

seams.  

When manufacturing Cubicle Curtains with a “Non-Railroaded” or “Up the Roll” 

fabric we have to first find the repeat of the pattern (making sure to allow enough for 

the length required for the curtain) and cut along that point.  

We are left with a series of panels which are rotated and lined up to match the 

pattern. They are sewn together to give the appearance of being continuous. The 

number of panels that we use will depend on the total width required for your curtain. 

Privacy Curtain made with Non-railroaded fabric (3 panels) 
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When you’re using a non-railroaded fabric for cubicle curtains you need to pay 

special attention to the “repeat” of the pattern. A repeat is the distance between an 

image or pattern on the fabric before it is repeated again. We always make sure that 

our repeats are matched so even though your curtain has a seam running vertically, 

it appears that the pattern is uninterrupted.  

With a Non-Railroaded fabric you are not as limited in length as with railroaded 

fabrics because the pattern goes up the roll and will continue to repeat itself.  The 

width is not limited either, because multiple widths of fabric can be sewn together to 

create the width you need. 


